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But the gifts and accomplishments of Jean Elliot
were far surpassed by those of her eldest brother, who
succeeded his father in his hereditary rank as the third
Baronet of that name, and though perhaps the most
able of his race, was the only one in the succession of
the family for four generations who attained no higher
title than that to which he was born.

To describe the public career of Gilbert Elliot, the
third Baronet of JVIinto, would be to narrate the parlia-
mentary history of twenty years. To the elucidation
of this period his MS. journals have indeed already con-
tributed, used as they have been by Sir Denis le Mar-
chant in his editorial notes to Horace Walpole's Memoirs
of George III. In the short space allotted to us such an
attempt could not be undertaken with any justice to
the political reputation of Sir Gilbert; but a rapid review
of the chief events of his life will form an almost need-
ful link between the professional careers of the two
first Lords Minto, and the political one of his son and
successor j the first peer of the same title.

Having received the education common among the
Scotch gentry of his country and period, beginning with
the Dalkeith Grammar School, and passing thence to the

temps.' She saw a tall stately old lady, conversing with a certain quiet
dignity, but * unluckily,' slie says, {my recollections of her are very
imperfect, for my attention -was soon diverted by an embroidered
peacock on a screen.' Alas! who has ever searched the memories of the
past or striven to give a definite shape to the vague dim phantoms oi
early recollections, without being made to bewail the intrusion of some
'embroidered peacock7 which distracted his mental gaze from more
worthy objects and left its own contemptible image stamped for evei
on his brain ?